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Answers to Test Your Storm Sewer System Savvy:

I. Ditch — Part of the storm sewer system. Most people think that the system is just a series of underground
pipes. It can also include ditches used to convey storm water from the land to a receiving lake, river, or
stream.

2. Fire Hydrant — Not part of the storm sewer system.Water sprayed from fire hydrants is not storm
water, but is allowed by law to enter the storm sewer system.

3. Curb with Storm Drain Inlet — Part of the storm sewer system. Many people do not realize that this
is an opening leading to the storm sewer system.Anything going into this inlet (e.g., trash, leaves, improperly
disposed of hazardous materials) travel directly to a receiving lake, river, or stream without being treated
first. Many communities stencil storm drains with "Do Not Dump" messages to let people know.

4.Storm Sewer Outfall — Part of the storm sewer system.An outfall is where storm water drains from
the storm sewer system into a receiving lake, stream, or river. If there is a flow from an outfall when it isn’t
raining, there could be a problem the system or someone has used a storm drain for illegally disposing
of materials.

5.Toilet — Not part of the storm sewer system.VWastewater from sinks and toilets in houses and businesses
travel through a sewer system constructed to carry sanitary wastes. In some instances, older communities
may have a combined sewer system designed to carry both storm water and sanitary waste.

6. Septic System — Not part of the storm sewer system. Homeowners use septic tanks to manage sanitary
wastes on-site. Improperly maintained septic systems can leak and contribute pollutants to the storm sewer
system, as well as directly to lakes, rivers, and streams.

7.Roads and Other Paved Areas — Not part of the storm sewer system. Roads and other hardened
surfaces such as parking lots and sidewalks can accumulate pollutants (e.g., oil, grease, dirt, leaves, trash, pet
wastes) that storm water eventually washes into the storm sewer system.

8.Storm Drain Inlet — Part of the storm sewer system.This is another example of what a storm drain
may look like. Like the storm drain inlet shown in picture #3, anything that enters this drain will go directly
to streams, rivers, and lakes without being treated first. It is important to recognize this as a storm drain to
prevent it from being used as a trash can.
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